Ceftazidime plus mezlocillin as initial antibiotic therapy in febrile neutropenic patients with haematological malignancy.
Sixty episodes of fever in neutropenic patients with haematological malignancy were treated with ceftazidime and mezlocillin. Improvement or temporary improvement was seen in 76% of patients with microbiologically or clinically documented infection. Fifty-seven per cent of episodes due to bacteraemia improved with the antibiotics. Escherichia coli and Staphylococcus aureus were the commonest pathogens isolated; bacteraemia due to Staph. epidermis was not encountered. The toxicity of ceftazidime plus mezlocillin was acceptable. Diarrhoea developed in 12% and a skin rash in 10%.